Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
I’m sorry; the Model clearly has no sense of occasion. 
If you’re like me you might have hoped that the Model would’ve recognised that this is the First Week of The Finals and would, accordingly, have made some Grand Gesture, such as recklessly betting on all four games and risking half the Fund or making a couple of ridiculously large bets on improbable victories.
Not a chance.

I guess that’s why we’ve made money this season.
Here’s what the Model makes of the weekend in prospect:
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Lead at the end of the 2nd Quarter
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Lead at the end of the 3rd Quarter
[Lead (pts) _Wins _Loses or Draws _Total % Games|
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MAFL Fund Wagers

So, as you can see, just the one very modest bet this weekend: a little under 3½% of notional original funds on Adelaide (yes, again) at $1.90 as slight underdogs against Freo at Footy Park on Saturday. 
As you might also recall, the Crows have been good to us so far this season, with 2 bets bookending the season and yielding 2 wins and a net 9.9c increase in shareprice.
I’ll let you do the maths on what happens to the shareprice this weekend depending on the Crows’ fate.
The Model’s Tips
What’s particularly remarkable this weekend is the Model’s faith in Adelaide. Not only has it wagered part of the Fund on the underdog Crows, but it also expects them to win outright, comfortably, by 21 points (I’ll remind you that the Model’s 53 and 12 for the seaon on tips where the predicted victory margin is 3 goals or more). 
The other three tips are for the favourites, though all are for that purgatorial margin of 6-17 points, in which the Model’s record is only 30 and 39. So, expect one or two upsets there, with the Swans as the team most likely.

Line Betting
Here are the weekend’s Sportsbet lines and the Model’s Line Betting:
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* BETTING INFORMATION *
Date__Venue Team 1 Price_|Team 2 Price_|Bet Team 1_Bet Team 2 | ProfitLoss | Predicted Winner _ Pred Margin
6-5ep06 MC G Welbourne (7th) — [t Kilda i) - - - — [stkida 16
9-Sep0B Football Park  |Adelaide @nd) §1.90 |Fremantle (rd) - 347% - 351431 [Adelaide 2
9-Sep06 Subiaco [West Coast (1st) - [Sydney ) - - - - [westcoast 9
10-5ep06 M.C.G Collingwood (5th) - |Western Bulldogs (Bth) - - - - [collingwood 14
34T% 0.00%
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This weekend the Model’s opted for 3 of the 4 teams receiving start; only St Kilda is forecast to cover the spread.
GOTR

Look, it’s the Finals; they’ll all be good. But, if pushed, I reckon the Crows/Freo matchup will be the pick.
Recap: How Big a Lead is Big Enough
In last Sunday’s newsletter I noted that:

“So, in summary, you should feel relatively comfortable if your team’s in front by 4 goals or more at quarter-time (99.4% of such teams go on to win), 3 goals or more at half-time (96.6% of such teams go on to win), or by 2 goals or more at three-quarter time (97.1% of such teams go on to win)”

This week I got to wondering if this season was atypical and that these results might not have been true of years past (yes, it is an illness, I know, and no, there is no known cure). Well, it turns out that this year was not much different to the 5 that went before it, as the following tables show, although you’d probably prefer to lead to 5 goals at quarter time (only 5 losses in 79), 4 goals at half time (only 25 losses in 389), and 3 goals at three quarter time (only 21 losses in 685) to feel truly secure.
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Lead at the end of the 2nd Quarter
Lead (pts)__ Wins_Loses or Draws Total % Win_|% Games|
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Lead at the end of the 3rd Quarter
Lead (pts)__ Wins_Loses or Diaws Total % Win_|% Games|
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753 21 17488 | 100%
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St Kida Melbourne 65 St Kida
Fremantle Adelaide 05 Adelaide
West Coast Sydney 175 Sydney

Collingwood Wester Bulldogs 175 | Wester Bulldogs
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Cheers for now,

Tony
